0 for 
ial life 
y con. 
© ma 

) God 
Tay at 


ion is 
ke to 
‘8, the 
‘yer is 


bink a 
ou are 
by it ; 
r you 
put to 
ered, 
ty ey- 
of re- 
| pray 


PUBLISHED BY PHILEMON CANFIELD, CENTRAL ROW, HARTFORD, FOR THE CONNECTICUT BAPTIST CONVENTION.—G. ROBINS, EDITOR. 


Wo 


“WHAT THOU SEEST, WRITE—AND SEND (INT) THE-CHURCHES.” 


vol. TV. 


SATURDAY MORNING, SEPTEMBER 8 1897 


No. 33. 


+ eee 


CONDITIONS. 

phe “nristian Secretary ss published every 
joelay morning, at Central Row, six rods 
sof the State Touse, at Two Dollars a 
sear, if yaidin three months from the time of 

ygerrning, if not «1 addition of 50 cents, ex- 
ot gheretherets © soecial agreemeatother- 
7 ~o. -'? Postage paid by subscribers. 

The profits of this p. verare, by the Conven- 
non. heldsacred tothe ause of Missions. 
4 discount of twelve and a half per cent. 
«ji be nulet> Ageats who receive and pay 
oreght or more copies. 

~ Allsadscriptionsare understood to bemade 
or one year, unless there is a special agree 
mont to the coatrary, atthe tiie of subscri- 


_ 


Sour’ 


bing. : 
ip No paper will be stopped except at the 
gptiva of tue rablisher, uutiluotice ts given, 


and arrearages paid. _ ; 
Allletters on (he subject ofthis paper, or 


Commnunicatéonsforit,should be addressed to 
the Editor ofthe “uristian Secretary —Post 
PAID. 

ee ca 

PRIZE ESSAY. 

On the Perpetusty and Divine Authority 
of the Sabbath. By William Jay, Esq. 
to whom was awarded the premiun of 
one hundred dollars, by a Committee of 
the Synod of Albany. 

Continued from page 125 

Thus have we seen that the command- 
ments, after having been proclaimed by 
the voice of God himself, under circum 
stances of anparallelled awe and grao- 
dJeur, were twice engraven by His finger 
upon tables of stone—that these tables 
were, by divine command, placed ina 
costly ark, and the ark deposited in a mag- 
nificent chamber, constructed for ‘he ex- 
press purpose of receiving it—and lastly, 
that these tables were perpetually over 
shadowed by a miracusous emblem of the 
divine power. And cao it be believed, 
that these commandments, thus deliver 
ed, recorded, and preserved, were only 

a constituent prt of that code of taws 

which was communicated to Moses, and 

written by him for the government ol the 

Jewish people ; and that their obhgation 


is as limited in extent and wuration, as the 
injunction to the Jews to wear a blue rib- 
band w the borders of their garments ? 


(Num. xv. 38.) 

Independent of the circumstances al- 
ready noted, which form a markee dis 
tinction between the decalogue and the 
Mosaic ritual, there are others deserving 
consideration. Many of the Jewish laws 
were adapted exclusively for the people 
to whom they were ziven, and would have 
been wholly inapplicable to other nations 
and countries ; but there ig no com nand 
of the decalogue, that may not be observ- 
ed by every nation upon the tace of the 
earth. 

A large portion of the precepts of the 
Jewish law have no evident connection 
with morality, and if now observed by oth- 
ers, could have no influence whatever in 
making them wiser or better. But the 
command of the decalogue are calculated 
to promote the peace, purity, and bappi- 
nese of all who respect them; and a gen- 
eral obedience to several of them, ts indis- 
pensable to the very existence of civil 
society. 

Although these commends were, of 
course, obligatory on the Jews, and form- 
ed a part of the law by which they were 
governed, yet not one of them belonged to 
that system of positive precepts, which 
were intended to keep the Jews distinct 
from the rest of mankind, nor to that sys- 
tem of types which anticipated the com- 
ing of the Messiah. 

The precepts of the Jewish law were 
accompamed by their severe sanctions, 
and specific punishments were a tac ied 
to their transgressions ; bat no particular 
punishnents are annexed in the deca- 
logue, to the breach of ite commands. — 
The Jewish goverameut being a theocra. 
cy, God himself declared the penalties 
with which every offence was to be visit 
ed, while in every other government, this 
prerogative is vested to the civil authori- 
ty. The decalogue being a revelation of 
the divine will, for the direction, aot of 
the Jews alone, but of all mankind, is si- 
lent with regard to those temporal sanc 
tions by which its precepi« may be en- 
forced, and which must ever vary with 
circumstances. Thusit forbids theft, in 
general terms, leaving the punishment of 
the crime to the discretion of the «magis 
trate; while Ged, as the leyislator of the 
Jews, prescribes in another place the 
penalties which they shall inflict upon the 
off nder. 

We have already adverted to that aw- 
ful and :nysterious chamber, in which the 
two tables were deposited, and to the 
mercy seat which covered the ark in 
which they were enclosed Into this 
chamber no one but the High Priest was 
permitted to enter, and he only once a 
year, for the purpose of sprinkling blood 
upon the mercy seat. On the supposition 
that the ten commandments were only a 
part of the Mosaic law, it is not easy to 


— 
understand the significancy of this rite, as 
sacrifices were offered morning and eve- 
ning for the sins of the Jewish people.— 
But when we consider the ten com nand- 
ments as constituting the moral law ot Je 
hovah, binding apon all the descendants 
of Adam, and broken by them all, we at 
once discover, in the blood aprinkled upon 
the mercy seat, an emphatic type of that 
blood which was afterwards shed for the 
sins of the whole world. 

Of all the arguments adduced against 
ithe universal obligation of the fourth com- 
inandment, none is more plausible than 
that founded ona text in Ezekiel, xx. 12, 
‘* Moreover I gave them my Sabbaths to 
be a sign between me and thea, that they 
may know that I am the Lord that sanctify 
them.” It is contended that an institu 
tion which was coeval with the creation, 
and which was obligatory on all mankind, 
could not be a sign to one nation more than 
to another. Admitting that Ezekiel does 
not here allude to those Jewish festivals, 
on which labour was forbidden, and which 
are for that reason frequently denomina 
ted Sabbaths, the inference drawn from 
his words is more specious than just. The 
Sabbath was a great and precious pr vi- 
lege. It rescued the poor from that un- 
remitting toil, to which they would other- 
wise have been condemned ; and it gave 
to all a season for religious reflection, in- 
struction, and worship. This privilege, 
it is true, had, in the beginning, been offer- 
ed to all mankind ; but it had been slight- 
ed and neglected by all but the Jews, 
who, through the providence of God 
alone, retained it, andto whom it had 
been mercifully confirmed at Sinai, and 
under such circumstances as to ensure to 
them the enjoyment of it forever. Hence 
this privilege became to the Jews, a sign 
of the peculiar favour of the Deity ; and 
in this sense, the Sabbath ts at this day a 
sign to every people who observe t.— 
Ihus Moses, after recapitulating the tea 
commandments, and the injunction to 
‘* love the Lord with all thine heart, and 
with ali thy might,”’ declares, (Deut. vi. 
8,) ‘* Thou shalt bind thew for a sign up- 
on thy hands.”’ As well might it be con 
tended, that the commands to love God, 
and to refrain from stealing, bemg made 
signs to the Jews, were obligatory on 
them alone, as that the Sabbath was con. 
fined to then, because that also was a 
stzn. As the miraculoas subsistence of 
the Jewish nation in a barren wilderness, 
was a sign of the omnipotence of their 
Protector, so was a revelation of the di- 
sine will, as contained in the decalogue, a 
sign of the loving kindness of the Lord, 
who thus rendered the camp of Israel a 
verdant Oasis in the moral desert of the 
world. 

Having shown that the Sabbath formed 
a part of the revelation made by God, both 
to the antideluvian world, and to the Jew- 
ish people, we proceed to inquire wheth. 
er this institution was abolished by the 
Christian dispensation. On entering up 
on this inquiry, we are instantly met by 
the declaration of Christ, already mention- 
ed, that *‘the Sabbath was wade tor 
man ;"’ and we must, there ore, require, 
not negative, but positive proof, that the 
author of our religion intended to deprive 
his followers of an institution, which, by 
his owa confession, was established by in. 
finite wisdom and goodness, for the beve- 
fit, not of the Jews alone, but of the whole 
human family. 

Tlose who regard the Sabbath only as 
a Jewish ordinance, contend, that as 
Christ abolished the whole of the Mosaic 
dispensation, He, of course, abolished the 
Sabbath = [t is true that the Jewish was 
superceded by the Christian economy ; 
and trom this fact we derive one of the 
strongest prools of the continued obliga 
tion of the Sabbath. Chris’ declared, in 
the most unequivocal manner, that He 
had nol come to destroy the law The 
Apostle, speaking ot the abrogation of the 
Jewish law, exhorts us to stand fast * in 
the liberty wherewith Christ hath made 
us free ;’’ and we may, therefore, reas- 
onably infer, that it was not that law 
which St. Paul denominates “the yoke 
of bondage,” that Christ intended. To 
this it is replhed, that the rites and pre- 
cepts of the Mosaic economy were typic 
al of the Messiah, and expired by their 
own limitation on the accomplishment of 
His mission, and that it is only in this 
sense that Christ came not to destroy, but 
to fulfil the law. It would be uncandid to 
deny, that were the words we have quo 
ted unconnected with other expressions 
which could mark their meaning, they 
could, without violence, bear this con- 
struction. Bui io ascertaining the toten- 
tion of any particular sentence, we are 
bound to consider it in connexion with 
the whole passage of which it forms a 
part. In His sermon on the mount, our 


“ Think aot that | am come to destroy 
the law, or the prophets. [am not come 
to destroy, but to tulfil. For verily [ say 
unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one 
jo! or one title shall in no wise pass from 
the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever, 
therefore, shall break one of these least 
command ments, and shall teach men so, he 
shail be called the least io the kingdom of 
heaven ; but whosoever shall do and teach 
them, shail be called great in the king. 
dom of heaven.”? Matt. v. 18, 19. As if 
to show that the law and commandments 
of which He was speaking, were distinct 
from the ceremonial law, He proceeded 
to assure his auditors, that unless their 
righteousness exceeded that of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, who were distinguished 
for their scrupulous observance of the 
Jewish ritaal, they should in no case en- 
ter into the kingdom of heaven; and it 
merits observation, that, throughout the 
whole sermon, ou: Saviour dwells upon 
the importance and excellency of the 
moral virtues, and comments upon sever 

il precepts of the d-calogue, but in no in- 
stance touches upon the obligation of the 
ceremonial law. It, therefore, we are to 
understand the above passage as relating 
to this law, we may ask, whai connexion 
exists between this passage, and the whole 
scope and tendency of the serimon—in 
what sense this law was declared to be 
unaltered, till heaven and earth should 
piss; and why was this law, which, at 
the time it was given. was enforced only 
by teinporal sanctions, now ou the very | 
eve of its total abrogation, fortified by the 
iwial sanctions of the invisible world— 
why, when the tem,le was about to be 
razed—why, when the Apostles were 
about to teach that in Christ Jesus neither 
circumcision availeth any thing, nor un- 
‘circamcision, it is declared, that the ob- 
servance or violation of one of the least 
commandments, one of the most minute 
regulations of the Jewish ritual, not by 
the Jews ilone, bat by any man whatev 

er, will be rewarded or punished in the 
'kingdom of heaven? To these questions 
‘it will not be easy to give satisiactory an- 
swers, if we consider (hr st as speaking 
of the Jewish law; but if we understand 
Him as referring to the moral law, every 
difficulty and apparent contradiction im 

mediately vanishes. Christ, far trom 
abolishing this law, ‘ulfilled it by his own 
periect obedience ; and his assertions re 

specting tts continued obligation, are in 
entire consisteacy with the doctrines of 
His own inspired Apostles. The law, 
therefore that was to be perpetual and 
uovaried, and of which not one of its least 
**commandments’’ might be violated by 
any man with impunity, was no other than 
the decalogue—that law, which was spo- 
ken by the voice, and written by the fin- 
ger of God, over which the Shekinah had 
rested for ages, in ‘he Holy of Holies. 

If farther proof be wanting, that Christ 
and his apostles did not abrogate the dec- 
alogue, together with the Mosaic law, it 
may be found in the various instances in 
which they referred to ‘*the command- 
ments,” as still in force. Thus to the 
young roler, who inquired of Christ what 
good thing he should do, that he might 
have eternal lie, he replied, ** thou 
knowest the commandments,” and He 
then repeated five of them, and the sum- 
inary that cootuns them all. St Paul, 
‘writing tothe Romans, after repeating 
five of the commandments, discontinues 
the recapitulation of the whole decalogue, 

vy saying, ‘‘and if there be any other 
com nandmen/, itis briefly comprehended 
in this saying, nainely, thou shalt love thy 
neiwhior as thyselt.”” Rom. m.9 In ad- 
dressing the Ephesians, he presses upon 
children the duty of obeying the fitth com 
mandment, and cali< it **the first com- 
mandment with promise.” But many 
commandments with promises annexed to 
them, hd been given previnusly to this, 
and it 1s, th refore, evidently in reference 
to its place in the decalogue, that he de- 
nominates it ‘the first commandment 
with promise.” St. James uses the term, 
* the law,”’ for the ten commandments, 
when he says, ** For whosoe:er shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 
point, is guilty of all; for He that said, 
do not commit adultery, said also, do not 
kill.—Now if thou commit no adultery, 
yet if thou kill, thou art become a trans- 
gressor of the law” By parity of reas- 
oning, ‘* He who said do not kill, said al- 
so, keep holy the Sabbath day ; there. 
fore, he who keeps not holy the Sabbath 
day, is a tran-gressor of the law.” 

To be continued. 
—>—. 
Tse Importance or Prery in THE 
Cuaistian Ministry. 

To the Editor of the London Baptist Mag 
azine. 
Mr. Eprtox,—As your publication no 


jostifies the hope of further increase. 


enjoying a revival, are far from a stapid 
and inactive state. 


for special mercies, and they enjoy some 
indications of a speedy answer. 
contemplate the formation of a Bible 
Class a:nong the youth, and other plans of 
usefulness. 


low state of religion among them, but are 
endeavouring to look to God for the ont- 
pouring of his holy spirit apon them. 


nisters 10 the course of its extensive cir 
culation, may | request of you to insert 
the following extract from a work which | 
recently met with. It is entitled “A 
view of inspiration, comprehending the 
nature and distinctions of the Spiritual 
Gifts and Offices of the Apostolic Age ; 
hy Alexander M‘Leod.” [| hope that 
some of your reviewers will give a full 
account of this work, which seems to me 
to contain much original information on an 
unportant snbject. Meanwhile, | think 
you will allow, Mr. Editor, that the fol- 


the attentidn of all engaged in the work 
of the Christian ministry. 

** 4 minister may be eminent for bibli- 
cal knowledge, distinguished for his pulpit 
exhibitions, and obtain a desirable cele- 
brity for zeal and usefulness, and yet may 
not have the love of God in his heart 
Can a man be found on earth in a state 
more truly deplorable. Approved and 
este ined by the charch for important la. 
hours in the gospel: butin the sight of 
God the slave of avarice, of ambition or 
of lust ; a whited sepuichre, a concealed 
grave ; as destitute of spiritual life or 
moral excellence, as sounding brass or a 
tinkling cymbal. No minister therefore, 
unless he awtally trifles with his own sal- 
vation, can remain satisfied with out grow- 
ing evidence of bis love to Christ ; love 
to good men; generous comp ssion for 
the poor ; and tender solicitude forthe 
spiritual weifare of all men. He will 
look well to his goings, lest the love of 
money, of power, of applause, of di-tinc- 
tion, of indulgence, steal into his heart, 
and utterly harden him to his eternal ru- 
in. If we are not greatly mistaken, 
teachers are in pecoliar danger of over 
looking the necessity of love in their dis- 
position and whole character ; and the 
more so that professing Christians are 
not very scrupulous in this particular. If 
the forms of religion are conducted to 
their satisfaction, they can the more easi- 
ly overlook the want of love and true ho- 
liness in their spiritual guides.” 


ALIQUIS. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE NEW. 
H\VEN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. 


The Committee appointed to prepare 
the Annual Report with pleasure perform 
that duty, believing that the subject will 
be found as gratifying and encouraging to 
the churches, as it wasto their delegates 
while convened in the transaction of the 
business of the Asseciation 

The churches were all fully represent- 
ed at thi- session, and our enjoyment was 
increased by the presence of several del- 
egates aod ministering brethren from oth- 
er Associations. Much harmony and bro 
therly love subsisted during the whole 
session. 

The religious exercises generally, have 
been already stated in the Minutes, bat it 
may be added, the preaching was calcu 
laied to comfort, enlighten and encourage 
the humble disciples of Jesus, andioa 
larm the inpenitent. The other exercis 
es, especially those of the morning pray 
er meetings, indicated fervency of spirit 
in all who engagec in them. And atthe 
close of the session, love, joy, hope and 
reluctance to separate, seemed sweetly to 
mingle in the breasts of all, tll their smo- 
thered feelings spontaneously burst forth 
in the well known lines of the lamented 
Dr Baldwin: “ From whence doth this 
union arise.” 

The letters from the churches were, in 
general, very ioteresting and though some 
of those churches are represented as wa 
ding through trials and afflictions ; others 
appear to be advancing in holiness and in- 
creasing in members. 

The tollowing summary will show their 
present stxte 

The Church in Southington, which, at 
the last session, was fast approaching to 
dissolution, without a minister, and with- 
outenergy, has been, by an unexpected 
providence, supplied with preaching and 
the administration of the ordinances of 
the gospel. Gre st grace has been mani- 
fested in their behalf, in a powerfal and 
extensive revival of religion, which has 
already added many to their number, and 


The Chorch in Stratfield, though not 


Many of the mem- 
bers are wrestling with God in prayer 


They 


The Church in Meriden, lament the 


Saviour used the following language :— 


doubt comes into the hands of many mi- 


lowing observations are well worthy of 


some mercy drops, several ind.viduals of 
the congregation have tasted that the 
Lord is good and gracious, and they seem 
earnestly desirous that the blessing of 
the Lord’s presence may continue. This 
Church has experienced a loss inthe 
death of their late venerable and faithful 
Pastor Rev. John Sherman. 

The tst church in Middletown has en- 
joyed a glorious revival, though at pres- 
ent the work has apparently subsided. 
The 2od Church in Middl-town, has 
also shared, in some degree, in the good 
work of the Lord, and are encouraged 
for the future. 

The Church in Waterbury, has expe- 
rienced nothing of epecial importance du- 
ring the past year, but now feel encour- 
aged by some indications of ap): caching 
mercy 

The 3rd Church in Middletown are in 
a happy situation, having succeeded in 
reconciling some diflerences among them- 
selyes, which for some years past have 
been a source of great «ffliction to them. 
They have enjoyed aregular supply of 
preaching the past year. 

The Charch in North Haven, has been 
for a long time in affliction and irials, but 
supported under them all. They have 
enjoyed a time of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord, and several per- 
sons among them have been permitted to 
indulge hope in the merits of the Saviour. 
‘The Church in New-Haven, experien- 
ced a visit of love from on high immedi- 
ately afier the last session of the A-s:cia- 
tion, and has been favoured with a consid- 
erable increase of members. During 
the past year, they have been calied, for 
the first time since their organization, ten 
years, to mourn the loss of one of their 
members by death. They have a Sab- 
bath School in successful operation. A 
bible class has been forwed the past 
year, and they are active in other schemes 
of christian benevolence. 

The-Church in Wallingford, are suffer- 
ing uoder trials which involve their fel- 
lowship with a sister Church. Their 
Pastor has declined a renewal of his en- 
gagement with them for the present, with 
a view to labours of a more general na- 
ture. 

The Church in Woodbridge and Salem, 
complain of a low state of religion a- 
mong them, but rejoice in their union and 
christian love. 

The Chorch in Killingworth, enjoys a 
good degree of union and has been bless- 
ed with many sweet and toteresting sea- 
sons of worship and communion, but no 
special revival. A cloud of mercy has 
discharged its showers around them, buta 
few drops only have fallen on them. 
These brief statements are sufficient 
to show us that the Lord is with us and is 
prospering Zion’ We may be encoura- 
ged, by this view of his goodness, to per- 
severe in boliness, and like the Apostle, 
** furgetting the things that are behind, 
and reaching forward to the things that 
are before, press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.”” But brethren, our lite ts a pro- 
bationary state.—We are labourer- to- 
gether with God, and our happiness de- 
pends much upon our love to God, and 
faithfulness in his cause. 

The cause of God presents the chris- 
tian a great variety of duties, all of which 
at suitable times, may be urged upon his 
attention. Inthe present happy state of 
the Association, we feel that urging to the 
performance of duty is unnecessary. We 
therefore, only invite the attention of 
the churches to the few following hints. 
Dear Brethren.—We exhort you to 
maintain the order and purity of the 
Church of God. In this work we are 
stewards, and charged most solemnly by 
the great Head of the body, to be faith- 
ful until he comes to take account of our 
labours ‘The faithful steward only, shall 
be accepted, while the unfaith:ul shall en- 
dure, ‘* in outer darkness, the frowns of 
his Lord and Master.” 

Many things destructive to the peace of 
Zion are discovered, and prevented 
from doing tarther injury by a regular ad- 
ministration of gospel discipline. It is 
our desire that the churches of this As- 
sociation would ever feel a deep interest 
in this duty. 

Gospel discipline is not, as unruly 
members say ; ‘* A system of cruelty 
and tyranny.’* It is a medicine which, if 
administered judiciously and in season, 
cures the whole body of disease, and often 
secures it for along time from a relapse. 
We have been pained to notice the indif- 
ference which some individuals manifest 
upon this subject ; and how backward 
they are to sustain the honour of their 
brethren, their pastors, and their divine 
Master, while the charch is attempting to 
remove the polluted and the polluting 


The Church io Newton, has enjoyed 


from the flock of Christ. 
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How can ministers and others succeed 
in building up the broken walls of Zion, 
and cultivating her waste places, if some 
may interfere and withstand them. 

The Deacons occupy an important sta- 
tion in the church, and have important 
duties to perform. In disciplinary meas- 
ures as wellas all others, they should 
stand like Aaron and Hur supporting both 
hands of the pastor. And every individ- 
ual should act in concert, that the offend- 
er may see he is alone in his offence. 

We also exhort you to maintain the 
ministry of the gospel among you a part, 
if not all the time. It will aid your 
growth in grace and knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, and with the blessing of God, will 
result in the salvation of your children 
and neighbours. If you are destitute of 
preaching, “forsake not the assembling 
yourselves together,” possibly, some one 
will be raised up from among you to lead 
you by the hand. 

Do not neglect to contribute to the sup- 
port of missionaries in heathen lands, and 
to the aid of the destitute and needy at 
home : and regard with interest the calls 
for assistance from Education, Bible, and 
Tract Societies. 

We recommend to your serious atten- 
tion the formation and encouragement of 
Sabbath schools in every church. The 
divine blessing which has thus far attend- 
ed the operations of those schools, is am- 
ple evidence that our heavenly Father is 
pleased with them, and is giving them a 
conspicuous place in his system of means 
for salvation. 

We trust the foregoing brief hints will 
lead to extensive and prayerful reflection 
on these subjects, and secure the cordial 
approbation and support of the churches. 

—>—. 
“THE SEVEN CHURCHES IN ASIA.” 

In the Spring of 1826, the Rev. John Hart- 
ley, Missionary of the Church Missionary So- 
ciety, in company with the Rev. Mr. Arun- 
dell, British Chaplain at Smyrna, visited six 


of the ** Seven Churches in Asia,” viz. Smyr- | 4 


na, Ephesus, Laodicea, Philadelphia, Perga- 
mos, and Sardis. Mr. Hartley has given an 
account of what he saw and felt during this 
interesting journey, a part of which is publish- 
ed in the last number of the London Mission- 
ary Register. For the present week, we must 
confine our extracts to what is said of the 
Cuvurcn or Suyrna.—The Charch of! 
Smyrna is represented (Rev. ii. 8—13.) 
as contending with most severe sufferings 
—poverty, slander, and persecution ; but | 
Moderna Smyrna is a far greater sufferer. 
The former things have passed away: the 
faithful Smyrnzans have long since fought 
their battle and won their crown: bat 
now the evils are of a different order— 
apostacy, idolatry, superstition, intidelity 
and their tremendous consequences. On 
whatever side we look, we meet with 
what is calculated to excite painful feel- 
ings. ‘The religion now predominant was 
unknown in the days when Polycarp was 
martyred ; and, unlike the Paganism of 
Rome which disappeared and fell before 
Christianity, still maintains its seat, and 
lords it over those countries where the 
Redeemer suffered and where His Gos- 
pel was first proclaimed. Rome is the 
only place of importance mentioned io 
the Scriptures which has not been for 
centuries under the Mahomedan Yoke. 
The population of Smyrna has been es- 
timated at 100,000, and even more ; the 
practice, however, of exaggerating the 
population, which is so general in this 
country, has extended, I conceive, to this 
enumeration. | do not think that Smyr- 
na contains many more than 75,000 in 
habitents. Perhaps there may be 45,000 
Turks, 15,000 Greeks, 8,000 Armenians, 
8,000 Jews, and less than 1,000, Euro- 
peans. The Mosques are more than 20. 
The Greekg,pave three Churches ; the 
Armenians, one; the Latin, two; the 
Protestants, two. The Jews have seve- 
ral Synagogues. 
Mr. Jowett has given us an interesting 
account of the Greeks in these parts, in 
his “ Christian Researches in the Medi- 
terranean :’’ I regret to say, that, at pre- 
sent, acloud has darkened that pleasing 
picture. The Universities of Scio and Ha 
ivali, which promised to be the cradle of 
Grecian Learning and Religion, have been 
destroyed ; and a check has been given 
to Education, which there are but slender 
hopes to see repaired. Smyrna has par- 
ticipated in the general miseries of 
Greece ; no longer do we find (Econom- 
us giving instruction to his young coun- 
trymen ; and in vain do we look for any 
institution which is calculated to assist the 
studies of the rising population. 1 am 
happy, however, to remark that the 
** Evangelical School” still existe ; an in- 
stitution, which owes its perpetuity to 
English Protection, and which, if it be 
not calculated to lead the pupil into the 
field of extensive knowledge, prevents 
him at least from being sunk in utter ig- 
norance : I had the pleasure of frequent 
intercourse with the master of this School, 
and found him one of the most liberal 
Ecclesiastics whom I have met with in 
the Eastern Communion. The number 
of hie pupils is about 150; but they all 
are very young, and their education is lit- 
tle more than‘elementary. In addition 
to this establishment, the Greek Youths 
of Smyrna have no other means of acquir- 
ing knowledge, than what is furnished by 
very inferior Day Schools and by private 
instruction. 
During a residence of more than four 


opportunities of imparting religious in- 
struction. My excellent friend, Mr. 
King, found occasions of usefulness still 
more extensive ; and I am persuaded that 
the divine blessing has attended his ex- 
ertions. We both are fully convinced of 
the importance of a stationary Misionary 
being appointed to this place. Unless, 
indeed, the occasional endéavours of Mis- 
sionary Visits should be followed up by 
permanent exertion, there is every reason 
to fear that the seed which has been sown 
will not bear frait to perfection. May it 
please God very speedily to bestow on 
the Church of Smyrna a faithful Protest- 
ant Minister, who may deem it his de- 
light and his honor to emulate the exam- 
ple of Polycarp on the very ground on 
which that reverend Martyr lived and 
died ! 

Smyrna will ever be to the Christian 
a most interesting spot. The conflict 
which was maintained here was of no 
common description. It was not only 
Polycarp himself, who was the gainer by 
his sufferings: on the firmness of the 
Christian Martyrs depended, under Di- 
vine Providence, the transmission of the 
Trath to the latest generations. Had 
they yielded to the fury of their foes and 
denied the Lord who bought them, we 
should have been still immersed in the 
ignorance of our forefathers—-—withoul 
God and without hope in the world. We 
do well then, to cherish the memory of 
these faithful servants of God ; it is just 
for us to bless the Most High for His grace 
bestowed npon them. 1 must confess 
that I tread the ground, which has been 
signalized by the death of a Christian 
Martyr. with unspeakably more delight 
than I should visit the plain of Marathon. 
Here was aconflict not for the liberty 
which is merely co-existent with the span 
of human life, but for a freedom which is 
eternal! Here, without arms, without al- 
lies—the world and its god were van- 
uished! Here was honor won—not that 
empty bubble which fallen man admires, 
but that exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, which God has prepared for His 
faithful servants. 


POPISH HOSTILITY TO THE BIBLE. 

Frem the Gazette de Lausanne, 13th of March, 1827. 

‘* An Episcopal Letter, dated trom Of- 
fenburgh, has just been addressed by the 
(Romish) Bishop of Basle to the clergy 
of his diocese, in which the Bishop ex- 
presses the deep grief he feels, on learn- 
ing that the translation of the New [esta- 
ment are distributed to the faithful, (that 
is, to members of the Romish church) 
and that another book still more danger- 
ous, entitled Heures Edifiantes, (a book 
of devotion we presume, in which no ad- 
oration is paid to pretended saints) is cir- 
culating withont any opposion. 

‘Translation of the Bible being ex- 
pressly prohibited by the Holy See, and 
the Heures Edifiantes, concealing a dan- 
gerous poison under a specious exterior, 
the Bishop has deemed it his duty to re- 
press, by efficacious measures, the propa- 
gation of both these works : the peTesta- 
BLE DESIGN Ov WHICH is to transform sub- 
missive people, who were distinguished 
by their faith and their obedience to the 
Holy See, inTO AN ASSEMBLAGE (ramas) 
oF Biste Curistians, having no other 
guide and counsellor than their censcience 
and tHe Scripture, called Holy. 
** Under these unfortunate circumstan. 
ces, the Bishop of Basle calls for the co- 
operation of the clergy of his diocese, in 
order to save the flock entrusted to him; 
and he particularly recommends them, 
pradently and discreetly, to employ ev- 
ery possible means, either to obtain thc 
surrender and DESTRUCTION OF THE ABOVE | 
MENTIONED BOOKS, or to prevent the faith- | 
ful from reading any thing but what the 
Holy See has approved.” 


NEW ZEALAND MISSION BROKEN UP. 
We regret to learn, that the Wesleyan 
Mission at Wangaroa, N. Z. has beeo for 
the present entirely broken up, through 
the violence of the natives. Says the 
Wesleyan Magazine for July, ‘* commo- 
tions and contests among the different 
tribes of the country have, of late, been 
frequent and extensive ; and in an irrup- 
tion of a detachment of Shonghi’s follow 
ers, the valley of Wangaroa has been de- 
populated, and the Mission establishment 
plundered, and burned te the ground.” — 
In this extremity, the Missionaries (Rev. 
Nathaniel Turner, wife and three chil- 
dren, Rev. John Hobbs, Rev. James 
Stack, and Mr. L. Wade and wife) found 
safety and protection with their kind and 
hospitable friends of the Church Mission 
establishment, about twenty-five miles 
distant, at a place called the Bay of Islands. 
This unfortunate event appears to have 
grown out of domestic troubles in the 
family of Shonghi. ‘ His son-in-law had 
been detected in carrying on an illicit con- 
nexion with one of his (Shonghi’s) wives ; 
and, on its being {fund out, the woman 
hung herself ; the young man shot himself, 
and another of Shonghi’s wives was kill- 
ed as a satisfaction for the former. Sev- 
eral other persons were also murdered in 
consequence of the affair. All was distur- 
bance and confusion amongst them, till at 
length Shonghi left the Waimate where 
he had resided, and, with his cannibal 
company, came down upon the valley of 
Wangaroa, and made it ascene of desola- 


menthsin Smyrna, I enjoyed continual 


tion. 


CARISTIAN SECRETAR 


Asa small specimen of the diabolical 
spirit with which the Missionaries have 
bad to contend, we select one instance, 


atthe Mission-house, and had, no doubt, 
often heard the Gospel there. 

‘* Tipui has not only wounded a slave, 
as above stated, but has shot a near rela 
tion dead, in consequence of a quarrel 
which took place between them for beat- 
ing the slave. The whole of this day 
has been ascene of confusion and distress 
in our valley. Tipui, whether he did 
what he has done under a powerful influ- 
ence of passion, or not, has seemed like 


stamping, and causing the valley to ring 
with his vociferation. Inflated with rage, 
and, no doubt, stung with remorse for 
what he had done, yet hurried on by the 
overbearing pride of his nature, he said, 
‘** Let us bave a general massacre ;’’ to 
which his friends replied, ‘ Remember 
you go alone.” The poor slave, to whom 
[ had thought of going with some dressing 
plaster for his wound, is now entombed in 
the bowels of our neighbours : having al- 
most immediately afier Tipui shot his 
friend, been killed, cooked and eaten !”’ 


THE SHEPHERD & THE INFIDEL. 


A traveller irom acommercial house 
in London, crossing the extensive plains 
in Wiltshire, was joined bv a gentleman 
passing the same road. The traveller. a 
pious man, observed with regret, that the 
conversation of the stranger was of a 
light and trifling cast, often bordering on 
proteneness, and resolved to take the 
first opportunity of slipping away from so 
unprofitable a companion. Before, how- 
ever, such an opportunity occurred, they 
reached a part of the town, where the 
road separated : uncertain which way to 
take, they proposed to enquire of a shep- 
herd boy, who was reclining near the spot 
with a book in his hand. The stranger, 
disposed to exercise his profligate wit on 
the simple peasant, thus addressed him : 

** Halloo! my lad, what book are you 
reading ?”’ 

‘** The Bible, sir,’’ was the reply. 

‘¢ The Bible! what! you read that in 
hope to find out the way to heaven ?”’ 

** Yes, sir.” - 

“Very well—that road I neither 
know nor care any thing about: you tell 
me, if you can, the road to Salisbury, 
and | will leave youto dream about the 
other at your leisure.” 

“* That, (pointing with his crook,) is 
the road to Salisbury ; and the road to 
heaven, blessed be God, is so plain, that 
‘ the way-faring man, though a fool, shall 
not err therein.’ ”’ 

“* Well said, simple shepherd,” thought 
the pivus traveller; and raised his 
thoughts in gratitude to the ‘Lord of 
heaven and earth, who hath hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and re 
vealed them unto babes,” and thus, out 
of the mouth of the weak and mean, in 
other respects, hath ordained strength, to 
still the enemy and the avenger. « 
Children, who are taught to read and 
revere the sacred scriptures, perhaps 
you may at some time or other meet with 
those who fancy they show their learning 
and wit, by attempting to shake your faith, 
and ridicule the blessed \ook on which 1! 
is built ; but regard them not ; they can 
never disprove a single letter of its sa 
cred contents. Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but the Saviour’s words shall 
never pass away. See that they dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom, that you way 
be ready to ** give to every one that ask 
eth you, areason of the hope that is 
in you with meekness and fear.”—— 
All the shafts of infidel wit shall fall 
harmless at your feet, if you are by 
grace enabledto say. ‘* I know whom I 
have believed ; and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted unto him against that day.”’ 

THE BIBLE ogee AND VERS. 

S. 


I have been under an impression from 
my childhood, or ever since | reflected 
upon the subject, that the Bible was divi- 
ded into chapters and verses, by the in- 
spired penmen themselves, or that such a 
division was made at the instigation and 
direction of the Holy Spirit. 1! would 
also observe concerning myself, that | 
have often admired this very circumstance, 
and I think I can say with sincerity that | 
have experienced, and do still continue to 
derive a real advantage from such a divis- 
ion. The following facts, however, seem 
to be sanctioned io all our most authentic 
and impartial histories. Rabbi Mordecai 
Nathan, a Jewish teacher in the 1 5th cen- 
tury, marked every 5th verse of the Old 
Testament, with Hebrew numerals. Hua- 
go de Sancto Caro of the 15th century, 
is said to be the real author of chapters 
in the Old Testament. Athias, a Jew of 
Amsterdam, is said to have introduced 
verses in 1661. It seems that chapters 
were entirely unknown to the ancient 
Christians. The New Testament was 
originally writien in one continued series, 
Robert Stephens invented verses in the 
New-Testament as late as 1354. The 
Acts of the Apostles, and the Catholic 
Epistles, were divided into chapters, by 


a man beside himself all day ; raving, | 


_Z 


may be able to furnish the Christian pub- 


lic with other facts, relating to this sub. 
from their Journal of October 23, 1826, ject, or from the few hints which I have 
two or three months before the final dis. | given, may be inclined to treat the subject 
aster. ‘Tipui was achief well acquainted | more at length in the form of an essay.” 


“are isitor & Tel. 


| Extract of a letter to the Editor, dated Rock 


' 13th, 1827. 
Dear Sir, 
| have been promising myself the 
pleasure of writing to you for many 
months, but my excessive crowd of busi- 
ness, and latterly il! bealth has prevented. 
‘From the Baptist Magazine and the Watch- 
‘man, you may learn most of my public 
movements, and | have little else to write 
that ts interesting 

Doubrless you well recollect our valu 
able brother, 
Wallingford, Con. At their regular 
meeting, June 30th, our Trustees unani- 
mously elected Rev. Joshua Bradley, A. 
‘M: Principal, and Professor of Mathemat- 
ics and Natural Philosophy J. M. Peck, 
Professor of Christian Theology. and 
John Messenger, Esq. Professor of Sar 
veying and Engineering. They resolved 
that the Institution, ip its various depart- 
ments, should open on the first day of No- 
vember—fixed the expences o boarding, 
including washing, lodging, &c. at one 
dollar per week ; tuition in English, and 
ordinary brancnes, at 12 dollars ; and in 
the classics and higher mathematics, at 16 
dollars per annum. One dollar per an 
‘num is charged for rent, to those who are 
not shareholders. 

Thus the expense of boarding, tuition, 
&c. including ordinary books and stationa 
ry, will be covered with fifty-six dollar< 
per annum, as our academical year will 
be 44 weeks. The remainder in vaca- 
tions. 

If you have not already done it, I 
would thank you to publish the within 
Circular inthe Secretary. This will be 
the more necessary, as | am about to send 
certificates of stock to all who contributed 
last year, the value of ten dollars or 
more. 

We have made tolerable progress with 
our sewinary buildings—bave put up a 
framed one 2 stories, 44 fe t front. and 
30 feet deep, enclosed and windows in, and 
doors made. We have built a frame 
work shop, 31 feet by 12, got out timber 
fora frame boarding house and kitchen, 
put apalarge barn, 42 feet square, one 
fourth of which is on the Seminary land, 
and will belongto it. Weare now putting 
up a kiln of 50,000 brick. 

lhe perplexity, anxiety, and fatigue of 
business and labour, which has been my 
ve since my return, threw me into a slight 

ever four weeks since, which still’ hangs 
on at intervals, and rendered me quite 
feeble. —Just at this crisis our business is 
interrupted by the commotion and alarm 
of an expected Indian War, in the North- 
ern part of this State. Our Militia are 
called out, to march from 300 to 400 miles 
to the North, to act as a guard upon the 
frontiers, and keep watch over the In 

dians. This has taken off four of my 
workmen, and will put me to mach incon- 
venience and some expense to hire more 

The Winnebagoes are an outlawed, un 

principled bind of Indians, of 6 or 8000 ; 
oam, and have thei villages abont the 
Oursconsin, and the sali iike- 
head of the Mississippi. Properly speak- 
ing. the Winnebagoes have no land. They 
never form treaties with the U. States, 
but have frequently evinced rather hos- 
tile intentions. Latterly they have at 

tacked two boats, with government stores. 
The Sioux, of the Mississippi, have 
joined the Winnebagoes.—They are nu- 
merous, having more than 10,000 war- 
riors. The Pattawatomies, Chippewas, 
and Ottawas, own the northern part of II- 
linois, froma line from the South end of 
Michigan, West, to the Mississippi, ex 

cepta reservation to the US. at the Fe 

ver River lead mines. But the people at 
the mines have located Indian land, and 
proceeded to dig lead, &c. contrary to 
express law. This has exasperated the 
Pattawatomies, and they have showed 
hostile intentions. An express to Gov. 
Edwards, from Chicago, a few days since, 
reports them hostile. At least there ts 
alarm enough to order a detachment ol 
Militia up the Illinois river, for the de 

fence of Peoria, Chicago, and uther fron- 
tier ports. 

From the American Baptist Magazine 
you may have learned, that we have got 
our Circuit Missionary System into oper- 
ation, which promises success. By ac- 
counts some time since from our Mission- 
ary in Greene Morgan, and Sangamo 
counties, | learn there are considerable re- 
vivals in several settlements, in the two 
last named counties under his labours.— 
By Br Bradley’s labours, we hope to re- 
vive the cause in St. Louis. He preach- 
es there usually on Sabbaths 

Since my return, | have formed a num- 
ber of Tract Societies—The Sunday 
school cause is still straggling. — Ihe 
prospects for our Seminary are encoura- 
ging.. We have succeeded in exciting a 
much greater degree of feeling amongst 
the people in this country, than I antici- 
pated. 

There is one article in which we shall 


> 
if} 


the 5thcentury. Some of your readers 


Spring, St. Clair County, Illinois, August | 


Joshua Bradley, formerly of 


i least in the 


clothing, an article we canno 

country. We shall use no feathers for b 

but we must have covering. Sheets eds, 

coverlids, &c. half worn, and even a 

coarsest texture, would be thank{y 

ceived from any of our female Soci 
I remais, 


t get in this 


Of the 
lly Te. 
Cties, 


Yours, &c. 
J. M. PECK 


CiRCU VAR. 
Rock Spring, St. Clair County, 
February 10, 1827. 
SIR: The Board of Trustees 
“Rock Spring Theological and Hio} 
School,”” announce to you and the pabiye 
that they have organized ano institutig, 
with the above designation, located jn 5 
Clair county, Illinois, seventeen mi, 


Wing, 


Of the 


: m| 
trom St. Louis, and near the principal 
road leading from St. Lonis to Vicenne, 


and that by the Agency of the Rey, J \ 
Peck, during bis tour to the eastern stay 
last year, they have procured considers 
ble funds, with Globes, Maps, Schoo 
Books, and other apparatus, together with 
more than one thousand volumes of valy 
able hooks tor a public jibrary. The 
school is to embrace two departments “ts 
Ist. A Theological Depirtment, for the 
educatioa of Preachers of the Gospel, in 
those branches that are more directly ne- 
cessary and usetul in their proiessiog to 
en ble them to become more thoroughly 
acqual ited with the word of God. 2a 
A school for any class of students, in any 
branch of h.erature and science required 
to be organized and conducted upou the 
plan o: those institutions usually called 
‘‘Hicnh Scuvots.” Two professors will 
be appointed previously to opening tke 
Institution, to wit: A professor of Chris. 
tian Theology, to be filled by some Bap. 
tist preacher, of specified qualitications: 
and a professor 0! Mathematics and Nu. 
ural Philosophy, without any specified re. 
ligious qualifications, who is to be princi 
pal of the High School Depurtment, and 
to direct the study of the languages until 
other competent tutors, or assistants, are 
provided. \ farm, gardens, fruit yards, 
&c. are to be connected with the Semina- 
ry,and eac: student required to devote 
some small portion of time, in each day, 
to labour, tor the purpose of preserving 
health, acquiring valuable information ig 
agriculture and domestic econony, and oi 
lessening expense ; and that it 18 contem- 
plated to adopt the principles of the best 
regulated schools, and the most improved 
methods of instruction in our country, 
having constantly in view a thorough 
practical and useful education, that will 
qualify men tor the various business of 
life. 

Should encouragement be given sufh- 
cient to justify the expense, a well organi- 
zed Female Department will be connected 
with it. Arrangements are now making 
to provide comfortable buildings for the 
Seminary, and boarding establishment, 
with the expectation that the School, io 
each department, will open in September 
ensuing. 

rhe trustees for the time being, are 
Peter Cownover, Esq. and the Rev. Gor- 
ham Holmes, of Morgan connty, the Rev. 
Messrs. James Lemen, John M. Peck, 
James Pulliam, and Zadock Darrow, aod 
Messrs. Wm. Engle and John Messenger, 
of St. Clair coauty, and Theron Brown 
field, Esq. of Monroe county. Although 
located in [thnois, it is contemplated, at 
Chee vgical department, to 
be equally beneficial to Missouri and In 
diana. 

With the fact, that the funda already 
obtained are not sufficient, with the most 
rigid economy, to erect the buildings, and 
make the improvements indispensable to 
opening the Seminary, the Irustees pre- 
sent the following plan for either dona- 
tions, or subscriptions of stock in shares, 
at ten dollars each share, as extracted 
from the minutes of the Board, at their 
meeting of organization, held January Ist, 
1827. 


EXTRACT. 


‘** For the purpose of aiding in the erec- 
tion of buildings, improving the land. and 
meeting other unavoidable expend tures 
in preparing and opening the Institution, 
it was unanimously Res lved, That an ap- 
peal be made to the public, either for do- 
nations, or for subscriptions of stock, 12 
shares of tn dollars each share, upon the 
following conditions : : 
1. Each subscriber may have the priv- 
ilege of paying his subscription in cash, 
provisions, cattle, materials for building, 
labor, books, furniture, &c. at the usual 
market cash prices. 
2. In the election of Trustees, each 
share shall be entitled to one vote, under 
such regulations and restrictions as ‘¢ 
stockholders may adopt, at a meeting ' 
be held at the time of opening the Insti- 
tution. 
3 Each stockholder shall be permitted 
to vote by proxy, provided it shall be 
expressed in writing, and signed in his 
own name. , : 
4. Each stockholder shall be entitled to 
send his children, or those for which e 
is the proper guardian, to the saga’ * 
without charge for rent_of rooms, oF 0 
the use of the poblic-Afbrary. F 
5. Those persafs who have aren? 
contribu'ed to the Institution, 19 ' : 
amount of ten dollars, or more, shall be 


Euthalius, bishop of Sulca in Egypt, in 


greatly need help from the East-that is bed 


entitled to the full privileges of etockhold- 


Uilt 


ers, reckoning ten dollars for each share. 

6. Certificates or evidences of stock, 
jesignating the number of shares, shall 
he given to each stockholder, upon pay 
ment of his subscription, which shall be 
signed by the President of the Board of 
Trustees, and conntersigned by the Sec- 
retary. Sach certificate shall be trans 
‘rable property, by the endorsement of 
‘ye holder, 4 signating thé name of the 
person to whom transferred.” 

[(N. B. Mintsters of the Gospel of any 
jenomination, in the States of Indiana, II 
\inois. aNd Missonri, who will obtain do 
nations n cash to the amount of ten dol- 
jars, or More, and forward the money to 
the General Agent, J. M. Peck, shall be 
chareholders ; and, furthermore, entitled 
.g attend the Seminary for any period of 
‘ime, and pursue any course of study, 
vithout charge for tuition | 

By order of the Hoard of Trustees, 


J. M. PECK, See’ry. 


 OHRISTIAN SE -RETARY. 


HarTrornp, Saturnay, Sept 8, 1827. 


JEREMY TaYLOR. 

We have in some preceding numbers, pub 
lished Jeremy Taylor's argument against 
“Infant Baptism,” extracted from his hook 
on “Liberty of Prophesying.” These num- 
bers were copied from the Columbian Star.— 


We had never read *“ Liberty of Prophesying” 
ished the numbers, and we 


at the time we publ 
bad no inten/ion, as insinuated by the Episco- 
pal Watchman, of giving a partial view of Dr. 
Taylor’s argument; for truth needs not the | 
aid of artifice, to secure its sustentation. It 
is truth only, that we would adv cate; and 
this we would do in the spirit of meekness. 
Since reading * Liberty of prophesying,”’ 

we find that Dr. Taylor has given, first, a 
statement of the arguments which Pe 'obap- | 
tists* urge in defen e of their practice, and 
has then followed this statement of the Pedo- 
baptist side of the question, wit’ what in our 
opinion is a “ triumphant” vindication of Bap- 


tist sentiments, and practice. 


CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. 


name—It is that of a gentleman who was edu 
cated at the P. T. S. who has both verbally 
and by his written communications, expressed 
in the fullest manner to us, and others, his 
convictions that infant baptism and sprink- 


ling were destitute of scripture warrant, and 


arelic of Popery; and these declarations 


were made while he was a licentsate, in the 
Pedobaptist connection. This man is now set 


tled in the pastoral office in a Pedobaptist 
church in the Eastern part of N. England.— 


His writings against [ofant Sprinkling, design- 


ed for publication in the Secretary, a few 
months previous to his ordination over a Pe 
dobaptist congregation, were suppressed by 
us, only because we feared their severity, al- 


though perhaps merited, would destroy the 


good effects which they were designed to pro- 


duce. 

Having such facts before us, involving a 
subjection of principle to policy, we were led, 
ov reading Dr. Taylor’s arguments, to think 
it not impossible that the good Bishop, not- 
withstanding his piety, and general adherence 
to sound religious principles, might have been 
drawn aside in regard to his practice, by simi- 
lar motives. But we judge him not. 

Living in the times of England’s common- 
wealth, when Episcopalians in their turn had 
an opportunity of feeling the pernicious effects 
of depending for support on the uncertain fa. 
vour of the State; and when even England 
was solemnly admonished by the God of 
Heaven, in his providence, to cease her at- 
tempts to steady the ark of the Lord. by the 
unhallowed touch of secular power; it is not 
wonderful that Dr. Taylor, who had fled to 
Wales, whose almost inaccessable mountains 
and deep sequestered vallies, had for ages 
been the refuge of Baptists from the oppres 
sions incident to the anti-christian combina. 
tion of Church and State, which prevailed in 
Gre t Britain—we say, that it is not wonder- 
ful that Dr. Taylor’s enlightened mind should, 
under these circumstances of depression, re- 
sort to the light beaming from the sacred pa- 
ges of the New Testament, in relgtion to the 


As it regards our remarks, introductory to} 
the extracts from Dr. Taylor, which the E. 
Watchman is pleased to call * an unprovoked 
attack upon this time honoured prelate.” We | 
confess, that after readiog Dr. Taylor's | 
whole argument on bth sides of the question, | 
which he bas stated with much ability. we are 
still of the opinion that he has produced a clear 
and scriptural refutation of Pedobaptism.-- 
What his own convictions were on the sub- 
ject, it is not our province to judge. 
appears by his own declaration, that he was 
complained of ‘y his Episcopal brethren of 
his own times, fur ‘‘ arming the Baptists with 


But it 


nature, design, and materials of ghe Gospel 
Church.—The pomp and pride of prelacy 
were here laid aside, and truth was permitted 
toact with its legitimate energy upon his 
heart, and he spake, and wrote, .as an honest 
and enlightened man. 

But after the restoration of Monarchy, and 
aiter Dr. Taylor had been restored to the bon_ 
ors, and emoluments of a prelate in the Eng- 
lish Church, and been raised to the office of 
privy counsellor to Charles the Second; then, 
because his friends complained that he had, 
while in his depression in Wales, by his wri- 
tings against Infant Baplism, ** armed the 


swords instead of shields, with power to offend 
the Episcopalians, beside the proper defensa- 
tives for themselves.” And Bishop Heber, 
his biographer, states explicitly, that 

“‘ His arguments, more particularly in be- 
half of the Anabaptists. were regarded as too 
strenuous and unqualified; and the opinions 
of the author himself having consequently fa!- 
len into suspicion, he, in a subsequent edition, 
added a powerful and satisfactory explanation 
of his previous language, and an answer to the 
considerations which he had himself advao- 
ced, in apology for the opinions of those secta 
ries.” 

If such were the impressions made on the 
minds of his cotemporaries, by bis first argu- 
ment in favour of Baptists, is it strange that 
we should, in the circumstances under which 
we became acquainted with his argument, 
feel some degree of surprise, that a man who 
possessed the light which he did on this sub- 
ject, should still hold his standing with a Pe- 
dobaptist community ? 


Besides, we did then think, and we are still 
of the opinion, that there have been, and that 
there stillare men, whomina judgment of 
charity we are constrained to think pious men, 
who nevertheless take the liberty of consult- 
ing humao policy, rather than the New Tes- 
tament of Jesus (Christ, in reference to their 
church relation.—Or if they do consult the 
New Testament, it is done under the influ: 
ence of much prejudice, arising from educa- 
tion, or their situation in life. 

It was not long since said of a gentleman, 
who deservedly stands high in the Christian 
church as ascholar sad a divine, “1 am sur- 
prised that be should hold his connexion with 
that denomination. He can never rise to em- 
inence in the literary world, remaining with 
them—and his talents will not be properly ap- 
preciated by the denomination.” 

These remarks, it is true, may have been 
the effect of * ignorance” of the character of 
the denomination: for after all that has been 
said and written, Christians of different de- 
nominations have but a limited knowledge of 
each other. And that the author of the above 
remarks was probably mistaken, is evident 
from the fact, that the gentleman who was the 
subject of them, is now the respected Presi- 
dent of Brown University; astation which he 
was called by his brethren to occupy. (Pos. | 
sibly the writer in the Episcopal Watchman, 
who has noticed us in so conciliatory a man- 
ner, in reference to Dr. Taylor, is acquainted 
with the person to whom we allude.) 

Besides, we have in our possession unques- 
tionable proof of the prevalence of human 
policy over religious principle, in the mind of 
some, who sustain the character of pious min- 


istersinthechurch. One instance we will | 


| Baptists with swords instead of shields, with 
| power to offend (attack) them, beside provi- 
ding them with proper defensatives of their 
own;” he, under these circumstances, 
was induced to come out ina new edition of 
bis work on * Liberty of prophesying ;”’ to 
which he added what our Episcopal friends 
are pleased to call, “atriumphaot refutation 
of the Baptist arguments” It appears trom 
his own showing, in connection with his biog 
rapher. Bishop Heber, that he did not attempt 
to counteract by bis writings what he bad 
written in Wales on the subject of baptism, 
until he was blamed and suspected by his 
Episcopal friends. 

Dr. Taylor it appears, wrote his ‘* Liberty 
of Prophesying,” nearly at the same time that 
the excellent “ Delaune” wrote his *“ plea 
tor the nonconformists,” and the no less learn- 
ed and pious Thomas Grantham. wrote his 
‘apology for the baptized believers, &c. ad- 
dressed to all pious and well disposed Chris- 
tians in the Church of England.” These 
are works of much merit, and their authors 
were men of ‘‘ whom the world was not wor- 
thy.” 

We are willing to avail ourselves of all the 
hight which Dr Taylor bas thrown upon the 
subject of Christian faith and duty; but we 
are far from being disposed to admit that Bap- 
tists are indebted to him, for stating their ar- 
guments with any more clearness and precis 
ion, than many Baptists have done, for not- 
withstanding the writings of but few of the an 
cient Baptists have escaped the flames of Pa 
pal persecution, yet some remain, especially 
those of Matthew, Mark, Luke and Juko, and 
Paul, and Peter. 

Dr. Taylor has done well in the first edition 
of his book on * Liberty of Proplesying,” 
and acted with uncommon candour in expres- 
sing his own views, and in gathe ing up the 
views of others who have spoken and written 
on the subject of baptism, (both inspired and 
uninspired,) and presenting them in a fair and 
tangible manner; and for this-he deserves our 
thanks. 


* If we are not mistaken, Bishop 
Taylor was a Baptist, so far as immersion is 
concerned with the initiatory ordinance 0: the 
church. Sprinkling for baptism, had not in 
his day become genera! in the Eoglish Episco- 
pal Church, and was observed only in cases of 
danger. and that in private. 

We give the Bishop’s own words on this 
point--** The custom of the ancient churches 
was not sprinkling, but immersion; io pursu- 
ance of the sense of the word (Baptize,) in the 
commandment, and example. of our blessed 
Saviour.” 


The Annual Report of the New Haven 
Baptist Association will be found in this paper. 


Our readers will please be referred to this in 
teresting document, and permit us to expre-s 
our desire that all the churches composing the 
Hartford Association, may forward by their 
letters to the Association, to be held at Cole- 
brook, the first Wednesiay in Oct. next, 
such data as may enable the Association to | 
give the state of each church, in a report sim- 
ilar in form to the one now published. Last 
vear a part of the churches gave the date of 
their constitution—-it is hoped that all will do 
so this year. ‘ 


We would invite the attention of our read- 
ers to the treatise on the office of Deacons, in 
this paper.—-It is an important subject, and is 
exhibited with ability. 


A distressing fire was experienced at Port- 
land, on Tuesday, the 28th ult. Immense los- 
ses were sustained in houses, stores, and vari- 
ous articles of merchandize.—We have not 
room for particulars. 

Thomas Shields, of New York, was drown- 
ed by falling from one of the canal packet 
boats, near Caughnawaga, Montgomery Co. 
N. York. 


GRATER CIDER MILL. 
Mr. Faroham is exhibiting at Mr. Mar- 
shall’s Tavern, a mill upon a new, and very 
simple plan, which is a vast :mprovement up- 
on any former method with which we are ac- 
quainted for grinding apples for cider. From 
the information which we have received, and 
the experiments we have seen tried, we are of 
the opinion that Mr. Farnham’s mill as far 
surpasses our common mills, for the excel- 
lence of its ork, and expe ‘ition with which 
it is performed, as our common mills do the 
Southern plan of pounding the apples with a 
pestle —We think that farmers will find their 
account in availing themselves of this mill. It 
is simple, cheap, and occupies but little room. 
a 
Geucral Kutelligence. 


Translated ‘ur the N. Y. Daily Advestiser. 


Bogots, July 26 —We have just learnt 
that the government have received communi- 
cations fromibe Liberator, in which he an- 
nounces that he lias set different bodies of 
troops on the march, for the purpose of sup 
pressing the disturbances in the South; and 
that his Excellency still hoped tranquility 
would he resiored by the measures taken by 
the Executive, in which case the presence of 
troops would be unnecessary. We under- 
stand that their movements are to be regula- 
ted by the instructions they receive from this 
city —thus are dissipated the rumours litely 
circulated, and the groundless reports against 
the Liberator’s designs. ; 

July 22.—The meritorious Gen. of divis- 
ion, J. M. Cordova, lately commandant geo- | 
eral of the auxiliary Colombian Division of 
Bolivia, has arrived at Popayan, for the pur- 
pose of vindicating himself beforeAhe compe- 
tent tribunal, against the charge of having 
executed a sergeant in that city. [He distin 
guished himself at Ayacucho; and has in 
creased bis high reputation by submitting to 
the arbitration of the laws. ] 

The same paper contains an extract from 
the life of Washington, which it concludes by 
recommendiug to Bolivar to imitate his vir- 
tues, and trust to time to justify bim agaiust 
his enemies. 

Communication from the Executive Power 
to the |.iberator. Francisco Paulo Santan- 
der, &c. to his Excelleacy Simon Bolivar 
Liberator of Colombia. 

P lace of the Government in 2 
Bogota, June 7, 1827—17. § 


Sir—Your resignation of the Presidency of 
the Republic of Colombia has not been ac 
cepted by the Congress; and I presume the 
President of the Senate will acquaint you 
with it by this opportunity. You are there- 
fore obliged to submit to the will of the na- 
tion, w .ich requires you to take possession of 
the Presidency of the State, and (vo govern it 
according to the laws which the sovereign 
people have dictated and shall dictate in fu- 
ture through the medium of their representa- 
tives. The Vice President of Colombia, en- 
trusied with the Government, confidently 
hopes that you will not disappoint the wishes 
of your country, and that it will come out, 
under your authority, triumphant and glori- 
ousfrom the agitations which surround it. | 
exoress ny anticipations my congratulations 
t» Colombia for so happy an event. 

I regret that Lhave to add that Congress 
have not listened to the cries with which | 
besought them to exonerate me from the Vice- 
Presidency. Congress have done me the fa- 
vour to believe that | am able to serve the re- 
public in this station, and I know not whether 
they are deceived. Such being the nation’s 
wili, as expressed through them, such the cir- 
cumstances preceding, and such the entire 
liberty with which the representation of Co- 
lombia have acted in binding agin the chains 
of my service, I must hereafter goon, yield 
ing my feeble talents to the public cause— 
still, how can I serve them, if your experi- 
ence, knowledge, talents, and patriotism do 
not need assistance so feeble as mine ? 

I can offer you nothing but a heart free 
from all bad intentions, & a soul which belongs 
to Colombia. My absolute consecration to 
the cause of liberty, and my profound respect 
for the laws, will under no circumstances suf- 
fer an) alteration. Neither need you seek, 
nor will you find an thing in my suggestions 
which will distinguish them you will find 
nothing but integrity, a love of the law, a) 
firin support lent to the liberty of Colombia, 
and a lively desire to co-operate efficiently for 
the glory of our government: combined 
with (he most profound respect for your au- 
thority, your virtues and your distinguished 
services. 

With sentiments of high consideration, and 
distinguished esteem, | am your obedient ser- 
vat. 

FRANCISCO PAULA SANTAN DER. 
To his Excellency the Liberator of Colombia. 


A letter from F° yettville of the 26th ult— 
says, ‘We have had the hardest gale ever 
experienced here. It commenced on the 24th 
and ended this morning about 2 o'clock. Ail 
the trees, fences, and crops are levelled with 
the earth.”—WV. Y. Statesman. 


tertown, Oneida co. pitched backwards into 
a well about 18 feet deep; yet it appears he 
is able towa'k about, and ts likely to recover. 
It was a well just dug, and they were just 
commencing the stoning of it. 
Mr. Samuel Thompson, of Augusta, 
fell from a loft in a new frame for a grist mill, 
into the pit for the waterwheel, 14 inches 
short of 25 feet. on to a cragged ‘nass of stones. 
He fell on his left side; his thigh and shoul 
der were badly broken. There is still hopes 
of his recovery. 
—<j>——— 

Fighty-one persons of colour received the 
ordinance of bantism by immersion in Augus- 
ta, Geo. on the first Sabbath in July. 


Phi Beta Kappa —This Society will meet 
at the State House in this city, on Tuesday, 
Sept 11, the day before the ensuing Com- 
mencement in Yale College, at 1! o’clock, A. 
M. The public exercises of the Society will 
commence in the centre church, the same day, 
at 120’clock. Professor Olmsted will deliver 
the Oration; Charles Atwood, Esq. of Bos- 
ton, the Poem. The members will dine at 
Mrs. Clark’s, at 2 o’clock.-WV. H. Chron. 


Avrora BoreaAvts.——For two or three 
evenings past, the ** northern lights,” as they 
are familiarly called, have been unusually 
brilliant, and on Tuesday night were accom- 
panied by a phenomenon differing entirely 
from any which we have before noticed or 
heard of. At about half-nast nine o'clock, a 
beautiful arch, the most brilliant termination 
of which was toward the horizon in the north- 
west, extended entirely across the zeinth to 
the opposite edge, varying constantly in shape 
and brightness. The whole bow moved grad- 
ually along for about two hoursin » southerly 
direction. until the brighter half of it faded 
away in the west. It was very brilliant a 
short time before its disappearance, and w s 
as well defined as a ** pencil of rays” passed 
through a prismintoadark room. The color 
wasa bright white, & asa passer-by observed, 
resembled an immense ostrich feather. Short- 
ly after its disappearance, we are told, a very 
brilliant meteor was observed in the north.— 
A peculiar feature in the arch was the occa- 
sional passages of waves of light, against the 
wind, from east to west, the lines of which 
were parallel to the horizon, and at right ang- 
les with the bow itself. Whether the whole 
pas any connexion with the Aurora Borealis 

a question. A suggestalion {not an im- 
probable one perhaps) was made at the time, 
that the shining arch was a line of vapor illu- 
minated by the Aurora.—Times of Thursday 


INTRODUCTION oF SipE SADDLES INTO 
Exa.anp.—Richard II. at the early age of 
sixteen, bad married (1382,) the sister of the 
Emperor Wincenslaus, whose many virtues 
acquired for her the appellation of Good 
Queene Anne ; but she 1s perhans more cele- 
brated for having introduced the use: of side 
saddles into England, before which time the 
ladies rode like the men. 


Late Treaty.--Complaints were made of 
the promulgation, particularly of the ‘* se- 
cret” article, of the Treaty lately signed in 
London by the British, French, and Russian 
Ministers.—-I's object is stated to be to com. 
pel, without any immediate hostilities, the 
Turks to agree to an armistice, to give the 
Greeks a brevthing time. Should the Turks 
refuse the mediation, the Russian fleet it is 
said, will make a pretence to take possession 
of one Greek port, the British of another, 
and the French of a third; while the Austri- 
an and American squadrons will probably fol. 
low the lead; and prevent the Turks from 
entering such ports. What the consequence 
will be may be anticipated. 


The S me Court, sitting at Utica, have 
granted new trials in the cases of Barker and 
Vermilyea—Mr. Justice Southerlaad dissent- 
ing. 

The Managers of the Ohio State Coloniza- 
tion Society, propose to publish a periodical 
work, tobe entitled the Airican Repertory & 
Colonial Register. ~ 

—=— 

Small Pox.—Two cases of this disease have 
occurred during the past week at Norwich, 
in a family recently from New-York. 


At a meeting of the Eastern Association of 
New-Haven county, assembled in this city on 
the 30th ult. the following gentlemen, mem 
bers of the Theological Seminary in Yate 
College, were licensed to preach the gospel, 
viz.—Hiram P. Arms, A. B. Jason Atwater. 
A. B- Milton Badger, A. M. Xenophen 
Betts, Stiles Hawley, Syivester Hovey, A. V. 
Sanford Lawton, A. B. Zechariah Meak. 
A. B. Stephen Topliff, A. B. Martyn 
Tupper, A B. Asher H. Winslow, A. B.— 
N. H Chronicle. 


A Religious Newspaper in Germany —Mr. 
Robinson writes from Halle to the editors of 
the N. ¥. Observer, that a eombination has 
been formed of some 150 of the most distin 
guished literary men of the Evangelical party 
throughout Germany, for the publication of a 
religious newspaper. It is to be called the 
‘“« Evangelische Kiwichen Zeitung ;” and will 
contain critical notices of books, essays, and 
religious intelligence. The department of 
Eng!ish and American intelligence is entrust- 
ed to Professor Tholuck ; and I write partly 
at his desire, in order to request you to ex 
change with this publication. It is to be ed- 
ited by Professor Hengstenberg, of Berlin, 
and will be commenced in July or August.” 
Mr. K. says, the German newspapers are all 
meagre things, and the literary journals are 
not much beiter. Almost all the juurnals be- 
ing in the hands of the Rationalists, an ortho- 
dox book 1s either passed over in sileace, or 
noticed only to be condemned and ridiculed. 
It appears that the example of America iu the 
establishment of religious newspapers, which 
has been fouad of incalculable benefit to’ the 
cause of Christ, is about to be imitated in the 
old world. 


Carey Stalion.—A letter from Rev. Isaac 
M’Coy, the able and laborious Missionary at 
this station, to brother Bentley, of Otsego co. 
N. Y. dated June 11, gives the unpleasant in- 
formation that the need of pecuniary assistance 
there is great and pressing “ Those,” says 
Vir. M’Coy, “wko have laboured hard to 
raise the bread on which we daily feed, are in 
want of their just earnings, and we are unable 
to pay them one doliar!"——-We hope this in- 
formation will have ihe desired effect, to open 
the hearts of those who abound. 


Montreal.—We earn, by a gentleman 
from Montreal, that 29 persons were to be ad- 


Accidents.—Mr. Samuel Miller, jr. of Wa- 


mitted to the Presbyterian Church in that éi- 
ty, on the Sabbath, making «. ~*w ~* 99 since 
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the revival commenced, of which our readers 
have been informed. We also regret toleara, 
that the Rev. Mr. Christmas, pastor of that 
church, is about to leave his station, on ac- 
count of the failure of his health; which he 
hopes may receive benefit by his engaging as 
ao Agent of the American Bible Society. 


ORDINATION. 
Ordained to the work of the Gospel Minis- 
try at the request of the Baptist Church at 


Southington, on Wednesday the 5th inst. Br. 
lrenas Atkiaos. 

_ After hearing the candidate relate his Chris- 
tian experience, call to the ministry, and 
views uf gospel doctrine, ordinances and 
practice, and views of Church order, the 
council voted unanimously to set him apart 
by the imposition of the hands of the Presby- 
tery and prayer, to the work whereunte they 
believed the Lord had called him. 

Br. Barnas Sears, of Hartford, offered the 
Introductory Prayer; Br. Benjamin M. Hill, 
of New Haven, preached on the occasion, 
from Isaiah, Ixii. 6, 7, * J have set wietiens 
upon thy walls O Jerusalem which shall never 
hold their peace day nor night: ye that make 
mention of the Lord keep not silence, and 
give ,him no rest till he establish, and till he 
make Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” 

We have aot room to give an. analysis of 
the Sermon, but we doubt not we express the 
opinion of the rudieace when we say it was 
highly evangelical and judicious. 

Br. Henry Stanwood, of Bristol, offered 
consecrating prayer: Br. Frederick Wight- 
man, of Middietown, gave the Charge—Br. 
Isaac Kemball presented the right hand of fel- 
lowship: Br. Samuel Miller, of Meriden, of- 
fered the Concluding prayer. T'he candidate 
then presented the thanks of the Baptist 
Church, and of the council, to the Congre- 
gational Society who with their Minister the 
Rev David Ogden, had very politely tender- 
ed the use of their Meeting House for the 
solemnities of the occasion. After which he 
pronounced the benediction, when the con- 
gregation assisted by the choir united in sing- 
ing the Union hymn. 


The day was peculiarly favourable for the 
concourse of people who were assembled. 
The Baptist Church in Southington, have 
experienced along night of adversity, but 
the day spring from on high has recently vis- 
ited them, and a goodly number have been 
added to them, under the labours of Br. At- 
kias, of such as we hope shall be saved. 

May the benediction af Heaven continually 
rest on both the Pastor and his flock, and may 
the friendly feelings exhibited on this ccca- 
sion by our Congregational brethren, be re- 
ciprocated by the Baptist Society, and contin- 
ue, and increase, to their mutual edification, 
until all God’s spiritual Israel shall be of one 
mind, and one judgment, and one spirit in the 
things concerning the kingdom. 


MARRIED. 

In this city, by the Rev. Mr. Hawes, Mr. 
Thomas Wright, to Miss Maria Chipman. 
In this town, Mr. Jacob Blakesley, of Ply- 
mouth, to Miss Ruth L. Burr, daughter of 
Mr Hezekiah Burr. 

At Simsbury, Milo A. Holcomb, Esq. to 
Miss Susan Jane Case.—At Norfolk, Mr. E. 
G. Lawrence, to Miss Jerushba P. Stephens. 


_ , OBITUARY. 
In this city, Mr. Choat. 


At East-Windsor, Mr Grove Bar ber,58. 
His death was occasioned by falling and spill- 
ing oa his leg a pail full of boiling water, from 
which mortification ensued, and terminated 
his tife nine days afterwards, 

At Somers, very suddenly, Mr. Lemuel 
Kibbe, 75. His death was occasioned by the 
handle of a plow while at work. 


NOTICE. 
é T a Court of Probate ho!den at Hartford, 
, within and for the District of Hartford, 
on the 25th day of August, A. D. 1827, Pres- 
ent, John Russ, Esq. Ju'ge. On motion of 
George W. Bolles, Administrator on the es- 
tate of LEMUEL SWIFT, late of Hartford, 
within said District, deceased. This Court 
doth appoint the 14th day of Sept. next, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. at the Probate Office in said 
District, for the hearing, allowance and set- 
tlement of the Administration account on the 
estate of said deceased; and doth direct said 
Administrator to give public notice to all per- 
sons interested in said estate, to appear, (if 
they see cause) before said Court, at said time 
and place, to be heard therein, by advertising 
the same tn a bewspaper published in the town 
of Hartford 
Certified from Record. 
CHARLES BULL, Clerk. 
Hartford, Sept. 1, 1637. 
NOTICE, 

T a Court of Probate holden at Suffield, 
A within and for the District of Suffield, 
on (he 3d day of Sept. A. D. 1827. 
Oliver Pease, Esq. Judge. 
0. Asahel Morse, and Joseph Hasting, both 
of Suffield, in the county of Hartford, shewing 
to this Court, that said Morse is Guardian of 
Nancy Granger, and said Hasting is Guar- 
dian of William Granger, Phebe Granger, 
Abraham Granger, and Hannah Granger, all 
of Suffield, within said district, minors. That 
said minors are the owners of real estate, situ- 
ated in said Suffield, as tenants in common, 
viz. The homestead, or farm where their fath- 
er, William Granger, deceased, lately resi- 
ded, containing about sixty acres, with the 
buildings bounding North and West on igh- 
ways, South on Warner’s land, and Joseph 
and William Hasting, aod East on Joseph and 
Jonathan Fuller, aad Horace Kendall.—Also, 
a wood lot containing about forty-five acres, 
bounding North on James Austin, and Joseph 
and Jobo Fuller, South and East on Stephen 
Remington, and others, and West oo Abigal 
Adams, and Mrs. Remington, valued at about 
four thousand dollars.—Tbat if said property 
could be sold without a distribution, and the 
avails put on interest, with sufficient security, 
according to law, it would be better for said 
minors than otherwise: Praying for liberty 
to sell said property for the purpose afore- 
said, as per petition on file. 
It.is ordered by this Court, That said Guar- 
dians give notice of said application, by caus- 
ing the same to be published in one of the 
néws-papers printed in Hartford, in the coun- 
ty of Hartford, three weeks successively ; and 
that said petition will be heard at the Pro- 
bate Office in said district, on the fifth day of 
November next, at 2o’clock, P. M. 
Certifiedfrom Record 
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Present, 
Upon the petition 


OLIVER PEASE, Judge. 
Sept. 8, 1827. Sw 
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From the Christian Spectator. 
ON THE OFFICE AND DUTY OF 


DEACONS. 
1. Qualifications required. 

We have seen that the name indicates 
general service, and that the history 
makes no particular limitation. But on 
the contrary as they acted in one case 
from the exigencies of the, church, it 
seems a fair inference that it is the nature 
of their office to do so. And from the 
nature of the government, of which they 
are subordinate officers, we should expect 
their duties to be very various, bat chief- 
ly religious. It is a kingdom which is 
not of this world, a kingdom of moral in- 
fluence to be exerted over a peculiar peo- 
ple, under very trying and difficult cir- 
cumstances. Of course the services 
must be multiplied and various. Ac- 
cordingly we do not find that the qualifi. 
cations required are those which are ex- 
clusively adapted to one species of care 
or labour. The qualifications are not 
those of an accurate accountant, or an 
able financier, or a discreet manager. 
They must be men of honest report, and 
of wisdom ; but they must also be full of 
the Holy Ghost. I[t is laid down in 1 
Tim. iii. 8—13, that a deacon must pos- 
sess both intellectual and spiritual char- 
acteristics, of a very highorder. He 
must be grave, and dignified in his de- 
portment, to insure respect and command 
influence. Vot double-tongued, speaking 
one thing and meaning another, or ex. 
pressing more feeling than he really pos- 
sesses; that is, he must be a man of a 
frank and sincere disposition. Not given 
to much wine, but habitually self-denying, 
sober and trust-worthy.—NVot greedy of 

filthy lucre. He is by his office a servant 
of the church. His first concern is to take 
care for the well being of the church ; 
which cannot be if his soul is bent upon 
the acquisition of wealth. A business, 
worldly-minded deacon is as much out of 
place as a-cheming, thriving minister 

Holdiag the mystery of the faith inapure 
conscience, well acquainted even with the 
difficult parts of theology, and having pie- 
ty proportioned to his knowledge. Prob- 
ably that he might teach and guide the 
new converts and the youth. Ruling or 
superiotending his children, and his own 
household well. This musi be for the 
same reason as is mentioned in verse 5, 
that he might consistently watch over the 
church. It is not credible that all these 
qualifications are required for an office of 
which the sole duty is to disburse the 
funds and keep the accounts of the 
church. 


2. Incidental mention of the office in the 
scriptures. This view of the general ob- 
ligations and duties of deacons is further 
corroborated by a variety of passages, in 
which the officers ofthe church are men- 
tioned. 


Romans xii. 6—8. Rosenmuller says, 
‘The apostle makes two classes of 
Christians who enjoyed gifts, prophets 
and deacons.” It is highly probable that 
all the duties contained in verses 7—8, 
belonged in that age to the office of Jea- 
con, and that some departments of duty 
were more particularly assigned to differ- 
ent individuals, who yet all bore the gen- 
eral name and office of deacon. To one, 
the duty of teaching the proselytes, or 
new converts, the young, &c. To ano- 
ther, that of exhorting in a serious and 
affectionate manner. Toa third, the dis- 
tribution of alms, not the giving of pri- 
vate charity, as is evident from the in- 
junction to do it with impartiality. Toa 
a fourth, ruling, taking the lead, hav- 
ing the care of others. To a fifth, do- 
ing acts of kindness, such as visiting the 
sick, James v. !4, and other like du- 
ties. And the exhortation is that each 
one should be contented with his appro- 
priate sphere of service.—Morus. 


In 1 Cor. xii. 28, we have another 
enumeration of charch officers, in which 
we have no mention of deacons by that 
name, but are told of several gifts and 
employments, which do not belong to the 
gospel ministry. Of course they belong- 
ed to the order of deacons. And such 
of them as do not require miraculous 
power, helps and governments for in- 
stance, are still the appropriate duties o/ 
deacons. The kind of government which 
either deacons or any others, are allow. 
ed by Christ to exercise in his church, 
may be learned from Mark x. 42-—44. 

In Eph. iv. 11, either the pastors and 
teachers were ministers and deacons. or 
the apostle in enumerating the gifts of the 
ascending Saviour, has wholly omitted 
the important gift of deacons. 


In 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5, itis required that 
a bishop should know how to rale, (su- 
perintend, have the care off ; Robison’s 
Lexicon,) his own house, that he may 
know how to superintend the church. 
In verse 8, the same qualification is re- 
quired in a deacon, and therefore obvi- 
ously for the same reason. Of cuarse it 
is the duty of deacons to rule or superin- 
tend the church. In 1 Tim. v. 17, those 
who rule or superintend well are counted 
worthy of double honour. And one 
class of them more especially, viz. those 
who labour in word and doctrine. All 
the officers are to receive honour, but 
the ministers more. The others who 
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rule well are the faithful and energetic 
deacons. In 1 Thess. v. 12, a similar 
regard is enjoined toward all the officers 
of the charch, without any distinction in 
favour of ministers. Kaoow them which 
labour with you, are over you, and ad- 
monish you. 

That the deacons were to be in some 
way teachers, is evident from the requisi- 
tion that they should hold the mystery of 
the faith, that is, should understand even 
the difficult parts of the Christian doc- 
trine. 

In 1 Pet. iv. 10, 11, the apostle ex- 
horts the officers of the church, or those 
who have gifts, under the common appel- 
lation of stewards of the manifold grace 
of God. He who preaches is to make 
the scriptures his guide, he who minis- 
ters, or discharges the office of deacon, 
is to do his duty with energy and faithful- 
ness. 

Mosheim paraphrases the text, | Pet. 
v. 5. Ye deacons, perform cheerfully 
the orders of the presbyters. See Luke 
xxii. 26. 

The brother mentioned in 2 Cor. viii. 
18--20, was chosen (ordained, the same 
word is rendered in Acts. xiv. 23,) to 
perform the office of a deacon, (Robin- 
son’s Lex.) in regard to a certain charita- 
ble contribution, that he might take off 
every appearance of evii, and prevent all 
foundation or even suspicion of reproach 
against the apos:le. The service was 
performed by this deacon with Paul’s ad- 
vice and concurrence. Rom. xv. 26. 
So that Paul felt a responsibility in the 
business. But the care and labour rest- 
ed onthe deacon. Ros, in loc. 

And this view of the office of deacon 
seems to me to be consistent with reason. 
According to the prevailing views of the 
office, it is at present a mere sinecure, no- 
thing more than atitle of honour. No 
important daties are assigned toit. Dea 
cons perform, and are expected to per; 
form, no labours, in consequence of hol¢- 
ing their office. Of course the office it- 
self has no honour, excepting what arises 
from the fact that churches generally 
choose respectable men for deacons. 
The men do not magnify their office by 
making it useful. But they dignify it, by 


tempt. For itis impossible to make wen 
long venerate that which does no good ex 
cept bythe personal character of those 
who hold it. But this exhibition of the 
office elevates the office by making it use- 
ful, and responsible, and essential to the 
well being of a church. 

The view which I have given is that 
which was entertained in the ancient 
church. So says Dr. Dwight, Theol. IV. 
293.-—* Ancient ecclesiastical writers, 
style deacons, ministers of the mysteries 
of Christ, of the episcopate, and of the 
church. They evidently sustained the 
character of assistants to the minister. 
This being admitted, the nature of the 
case may sufficiently explain the kind of 
assistance, from time to time, to be fur- 
nished.”’ 

All deacons who possess the qualifica 
tions which are pointed out by the apos 
tlein 1 Tim. iii, and who have zeal to 
discharge this office as of the ability 
which God giveth, do in fact exemplify 
this view of the subject. 

How many of our churches have occa- 
sion to bless God for sending them good 
deacons.—When their minister has been 
inefficient and backward, or in feeble 
health, or removed by some of the vicis- 
situdes of this changing world ;_ their 
faithful and zealous deacons have come 
forward to make up the deficiency. And 
i! blessed with a good minister, how have 
they strengthened his hands, and reliey- 
ed his mind from.a thousand cares and 
labours, and left him free to give himself 
continually fo prayer and the ministry of 
the word. And in doing this, so far from 
pressing beyond the line of their official 
duty, they have rather been doing just 
what they were intended for by the Great 
Head of the church. No good minister 
ever found intelligent deacons inclined to 
take upon themselves too mach responsi- 
hility for the welfare of the church. 
The deacons have, therefore, a real re- 
sponsibility attached to their office. 
Take the case of a vacant church. It is 
evident that in such circumstances, the 
care of the church is thrown wholly up- 
on the deacons. And this seems a wise 
provision. The pastoral office, being 
held for the most part by an individual, 
must be often vacant. But the deacons 
are more permanent, and are never all 
changed at a time. Ifa church has a 
good board of deacons, who take scriptu- 
ral views of their office ; the change of 
auinisters will be far less injurious than is 
common. The deacons will still feel 
themselves responsible for seeing every 
good work go on just as if they had a pas- 
tor, so that they can deliver over the va- 
cant church to their new pastor in as 
flourishing a state as they received it. 
They can take him by the hand, while he 
is yet ignorant of its condition. They 
can be his privy council, not a dead weight 
upon his hands, to be lifted and shoved 
along, but counsellors, zealous for the 
cause, ready to give an opinion, and will- 
ing to assume an independent responsibili- 
ty, and prompt to discover and undertake 
every thing which needs to be done. 
Thus all those two or three years of 


struction to inquiring sinners, to be the 


ness, and watch over them while their 


holding it, otherwise it would fall into con- They are also to feel that the care rests 
upon them, of having all the public ser- 


derly and edifying manner, such as the 
sacraments, singing, &c. 
ever is needed to be done for the church, 
to edify it, to purify it, to increase it, all 
except the pastoral care, and preac ‘ing, 
belongs to the deacons, as a part of their 
official duty. 


own duty, and do it on their own respons- 


stir them up, they are to go of their own 
sending, under the general authority of 
Jesus Christ. 


one of great honour and importance. So 


fidence, that most churches are like their 
deacons, and are what their deacons make 


con has been destroyed by the prevailing 
notion, that the only proper business of 


upon their office, that they wish to make 
avery wide separation between them- 
selves and all the other servants of their 
master. 
the deacons to the bare service of the 
bread and wine, only perhaps calling on 
them to make a prayer at a confer- 
ence meeting. Of course the deacons, 
uniess they have @ great deal of grace, 
are very ready to give up the responsibil- 
ity to be free from the labour. 
they attempt any thing for the good of the 
church, they do it with fear and tremb- 
ling, as if they laid themselves open to 
censure for going cout of the bounds of 
their office. 


ed in the selection of deacons. 
es should appoint their very best men, 
the most intelligent, active, and zealous 
members, the pillarsof the church. A 
man is not fit for a deacon, barely because 
he isa sober, harmless sort of person, 
whom none looks upto, and whom of 
course no one envies. 
can utter a decent prayer before a little 
meeting. 
for a deacon are set forth in scripture. as 
almost wholly the same with those of a 
minister. 
office is therefore a vote of the church 
expressing three things, that in the judge- 
ment of the church he possesses tho-e 
eminent qualifications required in scrip- 
ture, that the church feels the need of 
additional service for its advancement, 
and that it is their pleasure to have this 
man serve them in some or all the duties 
that pertain to the office of deacon. 
the acceptance of the office, when right- 
ly understood, is an assumption of all its 
varied duties and responsibilities. 
virtual promise to be devoted to the inter- 
ests of the church, to be a gap-man always 
prepared to stand in the breach, a min. 
ute-man ready for service at a moment’s 
warning, a servant at all work, whose du- 


€n lost by a new minister in becoming ac- 


a personal influence with them. Things 
which now go wholly by the personal 1n- 
fluence and the personal efforts of the 
minister, would then be carried forward 
by the deacons. 


The deacons are servants by way he 
f 


eminence, where all are servants. 
cours: the idea is, that they are to be 
in a special sense the pillars of the 
church. And itis incumbent on them to 
go before the church in every Christian 
duty, and to superintend and manage all 
the concerns of the body corporate. 
They are like Select-men, to manage the 
pradentials of the church. They are 
general standing agents, whose prop- 
er daty it is to superintend, the affairs 
of the church. They are to be them- 
selves the first to lead the way, and 
then to see that the rest follow They 
are to take the lead in watching over the 
members, in promoting the edification of 
the stedfast, the discipline of the erring, 
and the restoration of the declining and 
backsliders. They should be the first to 
devise and set forward measures for all 
the operations of the church, both exter- 
nal and internal. They should be pat 
ters of charity, zealous for the spread of 
the gospel, and skilful to devise, and exe. 
cute measures for that purpose. They 
ought to have the chief direction of all 
those operations by which the charch 
seeks her own prosperity and increase. 
They should arrange and superiotend 
the Sunday School, and every other pro. 
vision which the church makes for the 
religious instruction of the rising gen€ra- 
tion, appoint and conduct religious confer- 
ences and prayer-meetings, and in concert 
with the pastor, keep the whole of that 


house to house for the purpose of admon- 
ishing or encouraging the brethren, awa- 
kening the careless, and soliciting the at- 
tention of the indifferent. They onght to 
be qualified and always ready, to give in- 


leaders and instructors of the newly con- 
verted, to teach them the way of godli- 


religions character is yet unestablished. 


vices of the church conducted in an or- 


In short, what- 


It follows, that they are to know their 
ibility. —They have not, any more than 


ministers, any right to wait until some 


They have to answer for 
their discharge of the office which they 
have received. 


It follows, that the office of deacon is 
important is it, that we may say with con- 


them. The honour of the office of dea 


the deacons is to serve tables. Some 
ministers are so afraid of encroachments 


Of course they would confine 


Or if 


It follows, that great care should be us- 
Charch.- 


Nor because he 


The qualifications required 


Appointing a person to this 


And 


It isa 


quainted with the church, and acquiring 


machinery in vigorous motion ; visit from 


gions «at his command !’’--Mahomet was 


soon as he could find disciples to compose 


self and his successors in the garb of a 


ways to do it. 


a matter of solemnity. 
see it asa matter of binding obligation 
that they should be ordained by the impo- 
sition of hands. 


long remembered. 


es do not employ deacons enough. They 
plainly do not have so many as are called 
for by the exigencies of the church. 
And none are put forward, in tke service 
of the church in various relations, who 
doin fact the work of de: cons, without 
feeling the responsibilities of the office. 


gious commotion. To superintend the 
singing, the sunday school, the relief of 
the puor, the charities of the church, the 
young converts, the different sections of 
the charch discipline, visiting, conferen- 
ces, serving tables, and every thing else 
which needs to be done, requires a nvm. 
ber of deacons in every church, propor- 
tioned in some measure to the number of 
its members. It will be recollected that 
the church at Jerusalem chose seven ad- 
ditional deacons at one time. And if it 
should be said that our churches do not 
contain men cnough, who possess the 
high qualifications required, the answer 
is, that most or all our churches do in 
fact have all these services performed 
in some way, and that by setting up a high 
standard of duty you engage conscien- 
tious men in greater efforts to approach 
the mork 


done for the good of the church, and al-|do not like to examine th 
prophet’s religion, while hia sword. 
It follows, that as the choice of a dea- | spcar glitter a 2 sword any 
con should be a matter of deliberation ;' sight ; and his frow, 
the publicly setting them apart should be | at my doubts. 
I do not myself) to me than life ; 


rol me among the faithful ” 
ilators among the ancient pag 
But it is plain that it ced iu the same situation. 
should be so solemn as to be ap occasion ‘the people received their cod 


€ claiins of the 
his 
eyes, and offeng my 
ung aspect red, ne 
T-ay, “1 helieve “~ 
! : . 

ans were p),, 
As soap ,. 
e, and viele. 


ed to their dominion, all the Power of 1, 
e 


sacerdos.” 


It foilows, as I think, that our church- | state was io their hands. 
** Rex Anaios, rex idem hominum, Phebig 
, EdidKe 


'Anius, who is not only the priest of Apol 


lo, but the king of men. may bid Me ey. 


amine his syste 


to its truth, which, he says, is evident 


all. 


‘and say, * King 
ed 99 


or christianity. 


authority. 


their Master. 
from kings o the 


courtier, and the 
were connected 
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. that oar way of regulating! 
the churches by achurch committee is 
not exactly scriptural. The helps and 
governments mentioned by the apostle | 
were undoubtedly the deacons. They 
are by this very office, the committee of 
the church. They are the helpers of 
the minister, and liable to be called out in 
every emergency. The government and 
increase of the church rests with them. 
If you wish to strengthen a church, get a 
well selected bench of deacons, give 
them a full view of their duties, their re- | 
sponsibilities, and their privileges, and 
then set them to their work anfett-red 
by the notion that it is out of their place 
to do any thing but serve the bread and 
wine. And it your committee is not 
strong enough, add to their number in the 
regular way, by increasing the oumber 
of deacons. 

It follows also, that as both ministers 
and deacons are the servants of the 
church, the charch sustains a _ relation to 
its deacons in many respects the same 
with that which it holds to the minister 
They areto obey them, to count them 
worthy 0° honour, if need be to support 
them while they devote themselves to 
the duties of their office. And if they 
are found unprofitale it is just as proper 
to dispense with their services. A dea 
con may be dismissed, like a minister, 
without even -ensure on his moral char- 
acter, simply because his services do not 
seem to be profitable to the church. 

It follows, that we, who are ministers, 
ought to regard the deacons as our spirit- 
ual helpers, and throw upon their shoul- 
ders the care which belongs to them. 
They ought to take from us, or we ought 
to give upto them, much of the anxiety 
which now bows down our souls, and ma- 
ny of the labours‘which now absorb our 
time, or prevent our usefulness in our 
proper sphere.-—-A large proportion of 
those acts of onrs which occasion disqui- 
etude, are acts which ought to be per- 
formed by the deacons. Another large 
portion of uneasiness would be prevented 
if the deacons exercised a proper frank- 
uess, and assumed a proper responsibility 
in advising with their ministers, and keep- 
ing him suitably informed respecting the 
state of the people. Let these views of 
the office be received and acted upon, 
and how soon would our churches become | 


roas in the army of the Lord Jesus. 
J. L 


ee Sel 


NO. 37. 

The Character in which the Founder and 
Jirst Teachers of Christianity appeared 
When a new religion 1s propagated, it 
ix desirabie that men should have the 


a full examipation.—Vespasian is said to 
have performed miracles. Had the empe- 
ror deigned to ask me to inquire into the 


successors : *‘! do not love to contend 
with the man who has five and tweaty le 


the caliph as well as the prophet ; and as 


# banditt?, he put arms into their hands, ! 
and appeared at their head : and the ter- 
restrial theocracy which he made it his |1 
husiness to establish, presented both him- 


time will be saved, which are now go oft- 


ty itis, always to see what needs to be 


sultan, and a commander of armies. | 


of the world. in 
ence, ley | 

when they were 
bunals to answer 
conduct. Nor bh 
tion of human el 


But | look around, and | 
A charch ought to have as many deacons | the lictors and the dungeon Perceive 


as are needed for the various exigencies ‘not favorable to free enquiry. Ende, 
of this age of religious action and reli ‘oring to conceal my fe re 


From these let us turn to the 


m, and satisfy Myself ag 


to 


’ which ate 


fears, | turn to bin 
Anus, urgent business 


calls me away, | pray thee have me CXCus. 


founder 
Jesus appeared among 


the Jews asa private person, in no Out. 
ward splendor, and vested with no civj} 
** Who made me a judge ora 
divider among you ?” 
who wisoed him to interiere in 
some domestic disputes. 
ence arose from his wisdom, his 
ness, and his divine power. 
dom,” he replied to Pilate, * is not of 
this world.’—The apostles resembled 
They had no commission 


said he to a man 
settling 
All his influ. 
goud- 
My king: 


earth, but were jrivate 


citizens, unconnected with the great ; and 
plain en, strangers to the address of \e 


man of fashion. They 
with none of the rulers 
order to acquire inflo- 
nothing of them, bat 
drigzed before their tri- 
lor heir doctrine and 
ad they learnt the seduc- 
oquence. Most of them 


shew by their writings, that they were 


strangers to it, an 


nating arts. But 


New Testam-nt, 


their system with 


d incapable of its tasci- 
as is evident from the 
they brought forward 
all plaroness and simpli- 


city ; and presented it to their hearers 


‘for their consideration and 


Men might object 


injury on thai acc 


reception, 
,or express their diffe 


culties and their doubts, withour tear of 


vunt, Could any meth 


od be more favorabie for mankind than 


this? If the ape 


ystles acquired any influ 


ence over the minds of others. u ust 
have arisen from their unaffected good- 


ness, integrity, 


and benevolence; not 


from the imposing power of extern | cit- 


cumstances, or | 


rom canning crafiness. 


| appeal to thee,O Dert, was not the 


world fairly 


reated astothe manner of 


the introduction of christianity ; and had 
not men the fullest opportanity of exam 
ining its pretensions ?—Bogue. 
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